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St. Mary’s School has gotten off to a great start!  Our annual 
school Open House was held on Tuesday, August 16, 2011.  
After a short welcome meeting where teachers and staff were 
introduced to the crowd, families were invited to an Ice cream 
Social.  We shared food, family and fun as the parents and 
their children re-acquainted themselves with the school. 
 
Have you had a chance to visit our school website?  Visit us at 
www.stmarysgreensburg.com.  On our website you will find 
individual teacher pages, email addresses, homework 
assignments, an event calendar, schedules, newsletters, and the 
parent handbook.  We have even tried to post pictures of our 
new school as the construction on the building continues.  You 
can also access information about our parish from this website.  
If you use facebook you can find our page on there as well.  If 
you can’t visit us in person, please visit our website or 
facebook page. 
 
SMAFA 
St. Mary’s Alumni and Friends Association continues to look 
for ways to enhance the education of our students.  At our 
Open House, SMAFA presented St. Mary’s with a generous 
donation.  This donation will be used by teachers to purchase 
classroom supplies.  The group is also supplying funding to 
update our server for our computer lab and they are making it 
possible for the school to obtain subscriptions to two 
educational websites for use with the students.  Together we 
are able to provide our students with a first class education.   
  
Reconciliation  
This year there will be many students in second, third, and 
fourth grades from our school and religious education program 
preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 
first time.  Parents and students will attend a prayer service 
held on October 12th.  During this prayer service the students 
will complete family hearts to place on a quilt which wil hang 
in the church.  While the parents are preparing their children 
for reconciliation, they will make a family square which will 
replace the heart and complete our parish quilt during the 
celebration of their First Reconciliation.  Please keep these 
students in your prayers as they prepare for this very special 
sacrament. 
 
School Fund 
The St. Mary’s School Fund Campaign will soon begin.  This 
campaign is used to help subsidize the instructional programs 
at St. Mary’s School.  The remediation program, new 
materials, new technology, testing materials, and religion 
resources have all been made possible due to last year’s funds. 
This campaign reaches out to all supporters of St. Mary’s 
School and reduces the need for multiple fund raisers.  Many 
parents, grandparents, and friends are pleased and willing to 
give an up-front donation to be used directly by the school.  
This campaign has done very well in the past and we rely on 

your continued support.  This year our goal is $15,000.  We 
hope you will join us in our effort to make this campaign a 
success. 
 
Reading 
The state has been working hard to insure that reading 
programs in schools are very intensive.  This year at St. 
Mary’s, Teachers were at work on their schedules long before 
the school year even began.  The teachers are worked together 
to create 90 minute reading blocks for their students which 
included activities which will enable students to reach their full 
potential.   
 
Grandparent’s Day 
Grandparents Day will be held on Friday, November 4th.   We 
hope you can join us on this special day!  If you would like to 
join your grandchild(ren) for lunch please call Mrs. Oesterling 
in the school office at 663-2804 to make a reservation. 
 
Ground Breaking Ceremony 
Even though Bishop Coyne’s schedule is very busy, we were 
able to get on his calendar and celebrated with him at our new 
school construction site.  We hosted a special ground breaking 
ceremony with prayers, songs, and blessings for the project.  
One student from each grade was randomly selected to attend 
to represent their class along with some of the teachers and 
other parish representatives.  It was wonderful to see many 
parish members there as well.  WTRE, The Greensburg Daily 
News, and The Criterion were also present to report on the 
event. 
 The project is ahead of schedule and we look forward to a 
time next summer when we will be able to have all the students 
present as we dedicate the new building.   
It was evident to see as we looked around that many are 
supportive of this great endeavor.  St. Mary’s School has 
always been blessed by many supporters.  Thank you all for 
your continued prayers for this project and for our most 
important work – educating children! 
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Father John at the ground breaking ceremony of the new 
school, which was held on September 27, 2011 
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Kindergarten Kapers:   
 
     Kindergarten is the year for “firsts”.  It is the first year of 
school every day, and for most, the first year of school all day, 
too.  They have their first school lunch and first ride on the 
school bus (even if that only comes when we take our end-of-
year field trip to the zoo!)  Kindergarten students have their 
first “real” homework and they get to read at mass for the first 
time.  This year’s class gets to have one more “first” – they are 
the first in the state of Indiana to use the new Common Core 
standards exclusively.  These new teaching objectives are 
designed to better prepare students for success in college and 
the workplace.  Nearly all of the 50 states have adopted these 
new standards, which means that students across the country 
are being taught the same skills at the same grade levels.  This 
is an exciting time in kindergarten and in education.  This class 
of students has risen to the new challenges before them very 
well so far.  
 
 Something else that is new for this year’s class is 
“prayer service.”  Students in grades 1 through 6 have been 
having these informal religious gatherings for many years, but 
this year kindergarten has joined the ranks.  Every Friday the 
students in kindergarten and first grade gather in the gym to 
learn about some aspect of the faith.  So far this year we have 
learned about prayer, celebrated the Feast of the Nativity of 
Mary, explored the Sunday Gospel in kid-friendly terms, and 
become “fishers of men.”  Each week a different class gets to 
present the prayer service and take an active role by doing 
readings, acting out stories, or drawing pictures to illustrate a 
point.  The students have been eager to get involved and to 
learn more about Jesus and His call to them. 
 With all that is going on, there is one event that the 
students look forward to more than any.  Grandparents’ Day is 
a day that they anxiously await so that they can show you all of 
the great things they are doing and learning in school.  We 

have already begun to prepare for the program that we will 
present to you if you are able to join us.  This year’s theme is 
“Grandparents: the fabric of our lives.”  We have been 
thinking of all of the great memories that you are creating each 
time you get to spend time with your grandchild.  We would 
like to close this article with the students’ responses when 
asked what they remember most about spending time with you, 
their grandparents. 
 

We go to Wal-Mart (and sometimes I get something!) 
– Malana Kramer 
We go to the basketball games at Jac-Cen-Del. – 
Justin Bedel 

 We watch Poke`mon movies. – Owen Stephens 
 We play in their basement. – Annie Pumphrey 
 We play farm. – Hunter Jacobs 
 We play kickball and tag. – Molly Lipps 
 We play in the swimming pool. – Caleb Wright 
 We hunt for Easter eggs. – Evie Vanderpohl 
 We go fishing. – Claire Ginder 
 We play games. – Allison Cox 
 We play Jenga. – Austin Gould 
 We play dominoes. – Morgan Cain 
 We play Zingo. – Claire Nobbe 

I love to play cards with my grandparents. – 
Eva Bower 
We like playing games like Candyland.  Addie Gauck 

 I love to go to the zoo with them.  Kaitlyn Harsh 
Me and my grandpa play my Lego Indiana Jones 
Game.  Adam Hermesch 
I love to play hide and go seek with them.  Bryce 
Koors 
I like to play Wii Super Mario World and Donkey 
Kong with them.  Charlie Maloney 

 We like to jump rope.  Zoe Meer 
I love to go swimming in their pool with them.  Arden 
Muckerheide 
We love to take a walk around the neighborhood.  
Parker Phillips 
I love going to church with my grandparents.  Lauren 
Richards 
I love to go swimming with my grandparents.  Elliott  
Weber 

 I like to play Frisbee with my grandma.  Ava Wilmer 
    
&�/�0��/12��&3��4�05��/���&/6�
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Mrs. Fry’s Room  1: 
 The first graders in Mrs. Fry’s room have 
been very busy this fall.  The students have already 
been involved in two Prayer Services and also were 
the readers and gift bearers at the September 28th  
School Mass.  They did a very fine job proclaiming 
the Word of God, offering the petitions and bringing 
the gifts of bread and wine to the altar.  The 
students are happy to also be able to come forward 
at Communion time with the older students in order 
to receive a blessing. 
 Recently the children wrote a response to a 
prompt entitled “My Favorite Family Activity.”  
Here are several of their paragraphs: 

 
I love Holiday World.  It takes a long time to 
get there.  My mom and dad go with me.  I 
like the Lazy River and the Wild Beast.  I 
hope we go again. 
      
  
      Alyea Lawrence 
 
Cub Scouts I go to school.  My dad goes 
with me.  I make a flag.  I like it  
because I never did it and it is awesome. 
Cub Scouts are awesome! 
      
  Noah Burr 
 
Holiday World It takes a long time to get 
there.  I go with my family.  It is fun sliding 
down.  I like the Lazy River.  What a good 
way for family fun time!  I love Holiday 
World!  
             Hailey Duerstock 
 
 
The Beach My family likes to go to the 
beach. We make seashell necklaces. We like 
to make them for the family.  My family 
likes to go to the beach.  I love the beach. At 
night we go outside and see crabs.  My dad 
loves crabs.  But Grandma is scared.  
Grandpa thinks it is funny. 
       
  Bailey Ebbing 
 

 

 

Second Grade Sensations: 
  
    The second grade students have had a great start to the 
school year!!  Second grade is a very exciting year for the 
students.  They are looking forward to making their First 
Eucharist when they will receive Jesus’ body and blood for the 
first time.  We will begin in our very special “Golden Books” 
in February.  This book will be used for our formal preparation 
for First Eucharist. 
     We had a great time during the month of September 
learning about Johnny Appleseed.  We compared many 
different stories about Johnny Appleseed.  We also did many 
apple activities that covered many subjects in our second grade 
curriculum.   
     The month of October is a very busy month for us!  We will 
talk about Christopher Columbus and create a timeline of his 
life.  We will also have Fire Safety Week.  The second graders 
get to visit with some of the Greensburg Firefighters and go 
through the Smoke House.  We also will be celebrating Red 
Ribbon Week.  This is a week to learn about the dangers of 
drugs and alcohol.  There are always many neat activities 
planned for that week.  To begin the month of November we 
have one of the most exciting days of the 
year…GRANDPARENTS’ DAY!!  We look forward to 
having grandparents in our classrooms and showing them all 
that we do at St. Mary’s School! 
     To end our busy month of October we celebrate Halloween.  
The students have already started thinking about their 
costumes and all the candy they will get!  We learned about 
writing Acrostic poems and used Halloween as our theme for 
writing our own poems.  We would like to share some of them 
with you.  Enjoy! 
 

Halloween is coming 

A ll the children are out 

Love the candy 

Love the monsters 

October is here 

Wear your costumes now 

Everyone is scared 

Every candy piece is in my bowl 

Now everyone is scared again! 
By: Carmen Nobbe 
 

Halloween is awesome 

Apples you might get 

Lots of scary things 

Look out! 

October 31 is Halloween 

Wow! Watch Out! 

Eat up candy 

Eat and eat candy 

Need more candy! 
By: Brayden Jacobs 

 
Halloween is spooky 

Apple seeds and 

Lollipops and candy 

Look at their costumes! 

Oh, it is October 

We love Halloween, do you? 

Excited for Halloween 

Eeeeeek! 

No! No more candy! 
By: Jenna Nobbe 

 



 
Haunted castles 

Awesome, I get a lot of candy! 

L leyton ate all my candy 

Lola is dressed as a witch 

Oh no! I only have one piece of candy! 

Wow, that is a scary costume! 

Eat a lot of candy and sweets 

Extreme goblins 

Never knock on a stranger’s door! 
By: Connor Witkemper 
 

Haunted houses are scary! 

A lien costumes are funny! 

Look at that spooky house!  

Lanterns light the way                        

Our house is very spooky! 

Werewolves are extremely scary! 

Emma eats all the candy 

Elephant costumes are scary! 

Never get close to a vampire! 
By: Jonathan Flinn 
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THIRD GRADE IN A FLASH 
 The third graders have been working extremely 
hard since the beginning of school. Let me give you a 
summary of the many things they have been doing. They 
have been reading a variety of genres and learning many 
new spelling words in Reading.  Prayer is an important 
way to start each day.  The third graders are becoming 
very close to Jesus through prayer.  Religion is a 
favorite time of the day.  We have many scientists in 
third grade that can write a hypothesis about an 
experiment and test it.  We have experts that can tell you 
about a plant life cycle and interesting facts about light 
and sound.  In Math, we have rounded, estimated, added 
and subtracted three digit numbers, learned about place 
value, and we can tell time to the nearest minute.  We 
have used vivid details to write stories about the first 
day of school, our ideal pet, and a favorite trip we have 
taken.  The life of a third grader is busy indeed.  Maybe 
if you see us we can give you even more fascinating 
details about our busy days!   
Until then we will be as busy as bees	
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Fantastic Fifth 
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     The 6th graders recently read an informational article 
in Scholastic News which introduced the idea of a 4-day 
school week.  For economic reasons, several states in 
the U.S. already have schools which have implanted the 
4-day week.  We asked our students to consider if they 
thought this was a good plan or not.  Here are some 
excerpts from some of their essays: 
 

The United States is not in a good position. We 
have fewer school days than most countries have. If we 
have four days in a week, it would make our years 
shorter. We need longer years instead of shorter years to 
make us higher on the list of how many days we have in 
a school year. It makes us look like we do not care about 
our knowledge.                                 ~Ellie Kramer~ 
 

A 4-day school week would make the school 
days longer. This would make it harder for kids to get 
homework done on time. A lot of kids do extra-
curricular activities, such as sports and clubs. They 
would have less time to these activities also. Students 
would cram to get their homework done on time and 
probably wouldn’t do a very good job. After their extra-
curricular activities, some students wouldn’t have time 
to study for tests, resulting in decreasing grades. 

~Cathy Newhart~ 
 

Since they would extend the school day, it 
would be harder on smaller kids. Little kids have a hard 
time sitting still for long periods of time. This would 
also cause younger students to focus less. Teachers 
would have a difficult time controlling them. 

~Emily Lowe~ 
 

Here are some reasons I think it would be a 
good idea. You would get to spend more family time on 
the weekends. It would give the teachers more time to 
prepare for the school week. It would save the school 
money on lunches and gas for al the busses and parents’ 
cars.                                             ~Chase Springmeyer~ 
 

After all was said and done, most of the students 
were against a shorter school week. What do you think? 

�
         Music/Art News                      
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The Kitchen Scoop 
     Recently we took a trip to Lucus Oil Stadium to 
attend a food show. A food show is when we sample 
new food to serve the kids here at school. 
     In the near future sweet potato fries will be on the 
menu, we hope the kids like them! Scallop potatoes will 
land on the menu soon after that!  Happy Fall to you 
all!! 
  
                      The Cooks,                           
                  Linda, Diana and Patsy 
��������
��������  
����������������	
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  KICKBALL CLASSIC  
          On Saturday, September 17, the first ever 
Kickball Classic lived up to its name.  With over 220 
players on 19 total teams competing and the blessing of 
beautiful weather, SMAFA could not have asked for 
much more. The day began with prayer led by Deacon 
Arthur Alunday and the National Anthem sung in 
harmony by Ann Marie Colson and Kristy Lowe.  Then 
Deacon Art rolled the ceremonial first pitch to Mrs. 
Nancy Buening and the event was underway.  Games 
were being played on five different diamonds nearly all 
afternoon.  The line for the concession stand, run by the 
Dawg Haus Diner, was always long and the bounce 
house was always hopping.  In between games, kids 
were getting their faces painted to show team unity and 
girls were having their hair braided.  It was a wonderful 
family event with food, fellowship, and friendly 
competition.   
          In the family division there were five teams who 
competed.  Players from the very young to some 
grandparents who are young at heart enjoyed some non-
competitive play.  The elementary grades 1-3 division 
had three teams. “Kickin’ It Old School” was the winner 
of that bracket.  In the 4-5 grades elementary division 
four teams came out to play.  The “Zebra Warriors” 
came out victorious at the end of the day.  The junior 
high age group also had four teams with the “Dream 
Team” taking home top honors.  The “St. M Awesome 
10” came out on top of the three teams in the adult 
division.  More important than the winners was the great 
sportsmanship displayed by all the teams.  This was a 
great start to what is sure to become an autumn 
tradition!  Start planning your team for next year!!  
       
     The early numbers show that the Kickball 
Classic raised about $3,000 dollars for our capital 
campaign!  That success would not have been 
possible without the generous contributions of many 
businesses and individuals.  Here is a list of some of 
those who contributed:  Parks & Recreation Dept., 
Bruns-Gutzwiller, Five Points Tire, entheos 
Architects, Porter Oliger Pearson Funeral Home, 
Johannigman Excavating, Tree City Cleaners, 
Kennelly & Meyer, Dawg Haus Diner, Kramer 
Kreations, Game Plan, Mark Wolter, Deacon Art, 
The Greensburg Daily News, WTRE, and all those 
who worked a booth.   Last but not least, SMAFA 
and the committee of tireless volunteers who met 
and worked to pull this off.  We thank you all!) 
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